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STATEMENT BY DR. SABINE SCHORMANN ON THE DEINSTALLMENT OF THE 
BANNER “PEOPLE’S JUSTICE” BY TARING PADI 

Together with ruangrupa, the Artistic Team and the participating artists, we have assured 
that there will be no antisemitic content at documenta fifteen. Otherwise we would intervene 
immediately. Unfortunately, we did not keep this promise. This should not have happened. 

When the antisemitic imagery on the People’s Justice banner by Taring Padi was discovered, 
I immediately sought discussion with everyone involved. Together, as a first measure, we 
made the decision to cover up the painting and to provide an explanation of the 
circumstances surrounding the creation of the work in Indonesia. I would like to emphasize 
once again that all those involved were and are deeply sorry for having crossed boundaries 
and hurt feelings. We also explicitly apologize for the fact that the antisemitic depictions 
were not recognized before the work was installed.  

This morning, the Supervisory Board reassured me that the appropriate next step would be 
to take down the painting. Antisemitic depictions must have no place in Germany, not even 
in an art show with a global scope. This also applies expressly with all understanding for the 
concerns of the global south and the visual language used there. With respect for the 
diversity of cultural backgrounds, the dialogue that began with documenta fifteen will be 
continued. 
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documenta fifteen is organized under the auspices of documenta und Museum Fridericianum 
gGmbH with the City of Kassel and the State of Hessen in their capacity as shareholders. 

Funded by the Kulturstiftung des Bundes (German Federal Cultural Foundation). Funded 
by the Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für Kultur und Medien (Federal Government 
Commissioner for Culture and the Media). 

The lumbung network is supported by Goethe-Institut. 

Main partner of documenta fifteen: Sparkassen-Finanzgruppe (Savings Banks Finance 
Group), Volkswagen AG 
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